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Trinity Lutheran Church 

Advent Mid-Week Worship 

Wednesday Evenings at 7 pm 

(Dinner at 6 pm) 
 

“The Angels Speak” 

 
Dec. 7 - The Angel’s words to Mary 

Dec. 14 - The Angel’s words to Joseph 

Dec. 21 - The Angels’ words to Shepherds 

 

The season of  Advent confronts many 

of  our emotions. What emotions  

confronted our biblical four when the 

angel appeared? 

Christmas Eve Worship 

7 pm 

10 pm 
 

Christmas Day Worship 

9:30 am 
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Meal at 6 pm 

Enrichment Activities  at 6:30 pm 

Evening Prayer at 7:45 pm 

Going home at 8 pm 

Every Wednesday at 6 pm! 
Join us for food, enrichment  

opportunities and evening prayer! 

This will be an event for ALL ages! 

Holiday Community Projects 
 

Giving Tree: Benefitting Boxes of  Love 
This year we will be collecting items for foster children in our community.  

Take a tag off  the tree and bring the gift back by Christmas. 
 

Blessing Bags: Items for our friends outside 
A list of  items are found on the sheets by the Giving Tree. These items will be bagged in 

time to be distributed to the clients of  the Mini Clinic on December 18. 

Please return items before December 13 so they can be prepped during Midweek Connections 

on December 14 at 6 pm. 
 

Bell Ringing at Gresham Fred Meyer for Salvation Army  
Thank you to everyone who rang bells on December 3! 

Zarephath is looking for a driver to go to the  

Damascus Safeway on Mondays. This is a large  

donation, so the driver should have a SUV or  

covered pickup. If  you can drive,  

please call Pat Cutsforth. 

Zarephath is also looking for volunteers for their 

new property committee. Please contact Bill Wen-

zel or Pat Cutsforth if  you can help. 

WELCA Meeting 

General 

Meeting 

December 6 

2 pm 
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Health Ministries 

Planning a Healthy Holiday Season 

Caroling to our homebound! 
This is a fun event and we invite everyone to join us! 

We will be going Dec. 22nd and 23rd in the afternoons. 

If  you know someone who would like to be visited by 

our carolers, please let us know! 

Sign up to carol in the office hallway or  

contact Linde Eidenberg at the church office 

 
Mini-Clinic on Sunday, December 18th 

The clothes closet is in great need of  gloves; jackets; and men’s jeans (all siz-

es).  We will also be distributng the Blessing Bags, so please bring in the items 

requested as soon as possible.  

Plan your self-care routine. 

Plan some “me-time” in your daily calendar. Maintaining 

your foundation of healthy habits is especially important over 

the next few weeks. Don’t look at these basic self-care habits 

as optional. 

Eat well and don’t skip the “good for you” stuff. Limit your 

caffeine, sugar, fat and alcohol, while indulging in lean pro-

tein, fruits, veggies and whole grains. Don’t forego the “good 

stuff” to indulge in the “all-the-extra-stuff.” Consider plan-

ning your menus and make things ahead to store in the freez-

er. 

Be active. Whether you do it all at once or in small incre-

ments, make physical activity part of your daily calendar. 

Doing less is better than doing nothing at all. 

Get enough sleep. Adequate sleep will help you maintain your 

weight, your emotional wellness and your health. If you have 

a difficult time getting to sleep, limit your caffeine intake af-

ter lunch and give yourself some down-time to relax before 

bedtime. 
 

Plan your time. 

Create a master calendar of events and activities that you 

want to do this holiday season. 

Organize your time by ranking items as high, moderate and 

low priority. Focus first on the high priority items. Review 

your low priority items and remove them from your list, if 

possible. Reschedule commitments and appointments that 

can wait until after the holidays. 

Work to maintain your personal and time boundaries. Learn 

when to say “no”, if necessary. Don’t overextend your holi-

day commitments. 

Share household responsibilities with your family. Trying to 

be everything to everyone causes burnout. 
 

Plan your finances. 

Create a financial budget for gifts, travel and activities…then 

stick to it. 

Communicate your plan to your family and friends. 

Start a holiday savings account for next year. 

Examine your current expenses to see what is absolutely nec-

essary. 

Look for creative gift ideas that your friends and family will 

appreciate and value that don’t cost you anything, like an 

exchange-a-favor gift. For example, trade off babysitting du-

ties with other families. Volunteer to do household chores for 

elderly family members, single friends or overworked couples. 

Offer your skills (like cooking, cleaning, construction work, 

trade labor, etc.) to a friend or family member. 
 

Plan for simplicity.  

Shop for gifts online or by mail. 

Plan for holiday parties at a local restaurant, or organize a 

potluck dinner instead of doing all the food preparation. 

Take advantage of pre-cut produce and ready-prepared foods 

whenever possible. 

Remember that saying “no” is an option. 

Free yourself from technology for at least one hour each day 

(i.e. computers, pagers, cell phones, wireless handheld devices, 

pda’s, etc.) 
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The Road to the 500th Anniversary of  the Reformation 

Martin Luther’s German Bible 
By Bishop Dave Brauer-Rieke 

The Bible always and forever belongs to 

God. Whether it be in German, English, or 

Spanish, it is “the Word” – and as such it 

comes to us as God wills. Part and parcel 

with Reformation, Lutherans celebrate 

Martin Luther’s translation of  the New Tes-

tament into German. What this is all about, 

though, is the return of  the Word to the 

people. 

Putting the Bible into the hands of  just 

everybody is a dangerous thing. We forget 

that Luther was among the first to do this. 

It is dangerous because the Word itself  is 

dangerous. Oh yes, it is! The Word releases 

the Reformer in us, and when the Reformer 

appears the powers quake and people be-

come uncomfortable.  Sit down and read the 

Bible – English is fine. You’ll see that what 

I say it true. 

The fascinating part of  the ‘Luther 

translating the Bible’ story is the trauma he 

went through in doing so.  The words he 

picked had to be just right.  There were po-

litical, economic and religious themes that 

challenged him. “How do you say that?” 

What is the cost of  doing so? 

Enter the Reformer. Enter trials, con-

frontations and divisions – all because the 

Word had been set loose once again. 

Fear not! Know, though, that to read 

the Bible is to translate the Bible. “If  they 

take our house, goods, fame, child, or 

spouse, they cannot win the day!” Luther 

sings in A Mighty Fortress. Fear not. You 

can do this.  

We cannot read Scripture passively. 

You are invited to translate the words into 

21st century Oregonian, that is to live the 

Word in a way that makes sense in the here 

and now. Nobody else can do this – only you! 

Translate. Let the Word call out the 

Reformer in you. 

By translating the New Testament into 

German Luther declared that he trusted the 

Spirit more than bishops or scholars. With 

Luther, I trust the Spirit in you. I believe 

that God will preach through your life, and 

that your life is vital! 

It is not the Reformer who makes trou-

ble. The world just sees us that way some-

times. The Bible both com-

forts and confronts. It forgives even while it 

condemns. And truly, Christ gives life even 

as he bids us to take up our cross. 

Today I invite you to embrace your 

calling as a translator. Let the Reformer 

loose. Start with the Bible. Just read it. The 

rest will follow. 
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Please use www.goodsearch.com 

for all your web searches and list 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

(Gresham, OR) as your supported 

non-profit. Thank you! 

Trinity’s non-profit number - 88450 

Shop at smile.amazon.com and select Third Space in 

Gresham, OR as your selected charity. Thank you! 

Electronic Giving 

Trinity wants to remind you that we  

offer electronic giving.  Direct Debt  

Giving is used to automatically transfer 

funds from your checking or savings  

account to the church’s bank account, 

on a pre-determined schedule.  As you 

contemplate further contributions, 

please consider electronic giving.   

Authorization forms and additional 

 information are available from the 

church office.  Contact Rachel Kramer 

for more information. 

E-mail the church  

office if  you would like 

to receive the monthly  

Ministries or weekly 

newsletter  

electronically! 

 

office@tlcgresham.com 

Treasurer’s Report 
 October ‘16 YTD ‘16 

Revenues $38,081.33 $292,925.01 

Expenses $20,026.32 $267,731.13 

Net gain/loss $18,055.01 $25,193.88 
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3 
Marc Andersen 

Miles Cardin 
4 

Ruth Brandt 
April Rossen 
Jan Ruppert 

5 
Cooper Andersen 
Jonathan Egner 
Elizabeth Egner 

6 
Gordon Fitzsimmons 

7 
Benjamin Kenny 

8 
Eva Kramer 
Janice Miller 

10 
Kristi Riedel 

11 
Christopher Colvin 

Hank Stevens 
Sandra Wright 

Cathy Yost 
12 

Thom Cunningham 
13 

Larry Tullius 
14 

Juliann Givens 
Hayden Osborn 

16 
Joe Givens 

18 
Marcia Rice 

19 
Kyle Wicklander 

20 
Elise Justice 

21 
Harry Baeckel 

Matthew Brunner 
Shain Corey 

Christian Perez 
22 

Larry Brandt 
25 

Stephanie Kennedy 
Stephanie Riley 

26 
Lisa Alibabie 

Cameron Brighton 
Shari Henry 

Suzy Jefferies 
27 

Connie Matson 
Gregory Sorge 

28 
Horst Jeddeloh 

29 
Bill Miller 

Prayer List 
 

Leslie Joan Allen -- Barbara Armstrong -- Pam B -- 

Walter Behn -- Larry Brandt -- Maxine Case --  

The Family of Morris Clegg -- Dakota Clem --  

Chuck Currier -- Pat Cutsforth -- Ron DeBettigneis -- 

Gary Deeke -- Sandy Deeke -- Gail Egner --  

Pennie Evenson -- Gordon Fitzsimmons --  

Janette & Bo Gail -- Bill George -- Jackie Germundson -

- Sherry Gwilliam -- David Hall -- Jess Heitman -- 

Cheri Holgerson -- Joan -- Debbie Josephson  --  

Bob Kennedy -- Frances Kenney & Family --  

Ken & Vickie --Barbara Keys -- Janice Kilness --  

Loretta Kriens -- Mary Kate Lambert -- Ginny Lepp -- 

Juliette Lundquist -- Leon Merriman and Family -- 

Adriane Miller -- Ellie Miller -- George Miller --  

Mike Moore -- Bob Pokorny & Family --  

Joe & Helene Posluszny -- Danny Reeves --  

Travis Saunders -- Alice Schenck -- Greg Shea --  

Nan Stevens -- Yvette Strebin -- Carl Tebbens -- 

Juergen Voellm -- Bill Volkert -- Brayden Watts --  

David Webb & Family -- Lukas Wiesner --  

Greg Wood -- John and Clarissa Zuver and Family 
 

Celebration: 

The birth of Grayson Asher Haney, grandson of 

Jane and Robert Rutherford 
 

Deaths: 

Shelley Campbell (Murray Anderson's Sister) 

Rich Egner 
 

Additional Concerns and Pressures: 

Marriage Problems -- Mentally Ill Persons -- 

Parents of Children with Special Needs -- 

Recovering Addicts -- Student Debt -- 

Unemployed/Homeless  
 

We keep in prayer the families of:   

Sigrid Baker -- Shelley Campbell -- Rich Egner -- 

Ellen Fischer -- Vivette Green -- Roger Halverson -

- Maxine Halvorson -- Bill Irgens -- June Kramer -

- Glodean Marquardt -- Don Olson --  

George Searles 
 

We keep in prayer all  service men & women and 

their families, including:  

Alex Amen  -- Brent Bacon and Alpha Team -- 

Joshua Boyd -- Alex (Alf) Frank  
 

For those not able to worship with us:  

Larry Brandt, Gordon Fitzsimmons, Harriet Hal-

verson, Helen Hanson, Pat Johnson, Peggie Lar-

son, John Liepold, Marge Olson, Roz Pariseau, 

Marjorie Pine, Joan Rittel, Donna Sather, Alice 

Schenck, Darlene Strutz, Bill Thompson 
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Ministries is published monthly by 
Trinity Lutheran Church  

507 W. Powell Blvd, Gresham, OR 97080 

e-mail: office@tlcgresham.com 

web address: www.tlcgresham.com 

503-665-3197; fax 503-661-6100 

Lead Pastor: Curtis Zieske ext. #311 
Christian Formation: Stephanie Kistler ext. #312 
Parish Nurse: Linde Eidenberg ext. #304 
Worship Coordinator: Monika Deitchman ext. #306 
Office Manager and Bookkeeper:  
 Rachel Kramer ext. #301 
Office hours: Monday-Thursday 
  9 am—Noon 
  1 pm— 4 pm 

After hours emergency phone number:  
 

Church: 503-665-3197 ext. #4 

If you no longer wish to receive this 

publication, please contact the church office 

by phone or e-mail. 

Deadline for January 
Ministries is Dec. 14th! 


