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A Message from Pastor Glenn 
How long O Lord, how long—Isaiah 6:11 

 

This passage from Isaiah sums up how I am feeling about this 

pandemic. I do not know about you, but I have been feeling that 

sheltering in place, mandatory social distancing, and face mask were 

a novelty at first but we are finishing up two months and all the 

novelty has worn off. . How long is this going to go on? I am hoping for 

a date from the governor when we can come back together to be 

church once again. I feel like I need a date! You may be hoping for a 

date to return to normal. I am the kind of person who likes to have a 

beginning and an end to projects. I bet some of you are also saying or 

feeling the same emotions.  

This present situation however does not call for dates but rather 

data as to how and when reopening Oregon’s economy will happen.  

Data is the key not the date for when we can worship together. Data 

suggests that we are not out from the pandemic’s ravages at this 

point. I like many want the state parks to reopen and go camping 

again. I would love to walk through Lloyd Center Mall and shop 

stopping at American Ice Cream for a double scoop once again. How 

great would it be to sit down at Red Robbins for some onion rings?  I 

want people including myself to be safe and healthy.  

Trinity will be following the governor’s plan to reopen the state. 

You will hear more about the specifics in the days to come. It will not 

be soon enough for me. In the meantime, I just want you all to know 

that the staff has been and continues to work for furthering the 

dominion of Jesus here in Gresham. Your support encourages us 

along the way.  

 

Peace  

Pastor Glenn Chase 

THANK YOU 
 

 

THANK YOU to 

everyone who  

has continued their 

giving in this  

time via mail or 

online donations.  

The church 

expenses continue 

and it is thanks to 

you all that we  

continue to work to 

stay connected  

in these times. 

 

If you need help 

with the online 

system,  

or have any 

questions, contact 

Rachel Kramer  

at 

Rachel@tlcgresham.com 
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May Finance Update 

I put together this financial update on May 2nd and do not yet have the latest financial reports from 

April. For the month of March our total revenue was $29,067.08 and our revenue plan for the month 

was $28,577.49, putting us $489.59 over our revenue plan for the month. Our congregation revenue 

trended up and showed strength as we met our giving plan for the month. 

Our expenses for the month of March were slightly over plan at $30,149.67 versus our budgeted 

expenses of $29,794.08. Our expenses were $489.59 over budget for the month as we had slightly 

higher utility expenses for the month. 

Looking at our year to date revenue numbers a little deeper, we can see that our congregation 

contributions through March were $77,195.61 versus budgeted contributions of $83,749.98. We have 

fallen behind in giving contributions by $6,554.37 through March. 

If our General Fund congregation giving revenue continues at the same rate for the rest of this year 

our year end congregation giving revenue figure would be $290,782.44 versus our congregation giving 

revenue plan of $335,000.00. This would leave our congregation giving revenue short $44,217.56 at the 

end of the year. 

Recent actions we have taken to offset our deficit include suspending the Synod Contribution from 

May through the end of the year that would result in up to $8,000 in deficit reduction. Adding the 

Holy Cross Santa Cruz total year contribution to the General Fund would provide a deficit  reduction 

of $14,400. The Roger Germundson donation of $2,500.00 to the Vacation Bible School budget provides 

a deficit reduction of $2,500. The combined effect of these 3 items is $24,900.00. 

In April we applied for a CARES Act Payroll Protection Program Loan that the SBA is offering 

through Riverview Bank with a forgivable loan amount of $30,590. This loan will help us pay for our 

salaries for an eight-week time frame starting in April, all of May and the first pay period in June. To 

ensure that this loan is forgivable we must keep all our current employees and not have a layoff. When 

doing this, we have a grant of $30,590 placed in a separate account to be used for salary expenses over 

four pay periods. This amount will be used to help offset our General Fund salary expenses. For the 

April pay period using the CARES Act funding, we used $10,283.73 of the PPP loan for salary 

expenses. At this rate we will be able to fully exhaust the $30,590.00 forgivable loan amount over the 

next three pay periods. 

Taking this into account our year end deficit will be significantly reduced if our giving and revenue for 

the rest of the year continues at the same rate we have seen for the first 3 months of the year. We will 

need to keep up the increased pace of congregation giving we have seen so far this year to reach our 

year end budget goals. I feel that we can do this, we just need to keep on track with the same level of 

commitment for the rest of this year. Let’s keep the faith and we will make it through this challenging 

time. 

Chuck Meservy 

Treasurer 
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A Message from Faith Formation 

 

Greetings!  

Well life has changed so much for all of us since we have not been able to be together! The Faith 

Formation team continues to find new ways to connect with families and our Sunday School kids.  We 

have partnered with Gethsemane Lutheran for Sunday School.  Sunday School is now a “Zoom Sunday 

School” on Sunday’s at 1 pm.  We grateful to be able to visit and teach the kids in real time, there was 

a bit of a learning curve, but I think we are on our way to mastering this new way of being in 

community with each other.  

The Faith Formation team is currently working on a way to present VBS and Rally Day while 

following all the CDC guidelines and the guidelines from Bishop Laurie.  These events will surely look 

different than they have in the past, we are discussing many different possibilities so I am confident 

the team will come up with an enriching and memorable event for both days. We will continue to keep 

you all up to date with what is going on as we continue to plan these events. 

On another note, we met with the planning team from “Gods Work Our Hands” and as with all other 

large gatherings we will not be able to continue with this event as we have in the past.  We are trying 

to identify some smaller projects (10 people or less) for those of you who would like to continue to 

reach out to our community (guidelines permitting).  The team feels that even if we are allowed to 

gather for worship it will be important for folks to connect with those in their congregation so we will 

not be planning a joint worship for 

this year however if we are able to do 

some projects we will film these 

projects and compile a video to share 

with all the congregations 

involved.  As things progress and our 

guidelines become more “set in stone” 

we will be able to have a clearer 

picture of what we can do. We will 

keep the community advised as these 

plans progress! 

In closing, know that we continually 

lift you all up in prayer and are 

anxious to be able to gather for 

worship in person. 

Peace, 

Stephanie Kistler 

Director of Faith Formation 



The Good Samaritan Fund 

Trinity Lutheran Church many years ago established a designated fund 

called, “The Emergency Fund” to help members and friends with gas money, 

utility bills and groceries. It is up to the pastor to disburse money to those in 

need. During the past few months, the members of Trinity have helped 

people in our congregation who are out of work and need help.  

I am proposing we rename this fund to ‘The Good Samaritan Fund’ after the 

parable in Luke. There are people in our community who look fine but are at 

the end of their financial ropes. You have provided a lifeline to them through 

your designated giving. THANK YOU! 

This is always confidential between the Pastor and the person in need. 

Because the need is growing, I am inviting you, the folks of Trinity to 

consider a donation to this fund. Many of us got a check recently from the 

U.S Government that some of us really did not need because of social 

security and retirement accounts. Some of us remember our own hard times 

when someone reach out with a helping hand up. Some of you just want to 

help and know the money is going where there is a need. This would be an 

investment in others who need our help. You can donate by check or utilize 

the donation 

button on the 

Trinity Web Site. 

In either case, 

mark the donation 

to the ‘Good 

Samaritan Fund.’ 

Thank You for 

your 

consideration.  

Lisa Amen 
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Additional Concerns and Pressures 

Children with Mental Illnesses — Covid-19 Patients and their Doctors — Domestic Abuse — 

Mentally Ill Persons — Parents of Children with Special Needs — Recovering Addicts —  

Refugees —  Student Debt — Unemployed/Homeless 

  

Leslie Joan Allen 

Robert Alsaker 

Mark Amen 

Baby Aurora 

Family of Baby Beth 

Barbara Barton 

Chase Bennett 

Brian Breunig 

Caleb & Ashley 

Sarah Childers 

Baby Cole 

Keri Corrigan-Smith 

Michael Coy & Family 

Chuck Currier 

David 

Maradee Davis 

Darrold & Rosemary 

Dickson 

Pennie Evenson 

Lorraine Fagerberg 

The Fletcher Family 

Pastor Jerry Furgurson 

Bill George 

Roger Germundson 

Harry Griffin 

Ken & Vickie Horn 

Lyman Houlk 

Sally Johnson 

Bob Kennedy 

Loretta Kriens 

Rachel Lape 

Ladine Marquardt 

Michele 

Adriane Miller 

George Miller 

Lisa Barton Mullins 

The O'Kelley Family 

Greg Painter 

Diane Raszler 

Hannah Serniotti 

Geri Stobart 

Jacqui Svela 

Cathy Swanson 

Chalmer Swanson 

Steve Weidler 

P
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A Message from our Music Leaders... 

Greetings from the Music Leaders at Trinity!!!  First and foremost, we hope you are well and want you 

to know that we miss our time together and are so excited for the time when we can once again 

worship and socialize face to face.   It seems weird for us to record in our homes or alone in the church 

when we’d rather be raising the roof to sing praises to our Lord.   I hope you know that we are 

counting on you to be doing the roof raising from your own homes as we endure this chapter. 

In regard to reviving rehearsals for our groups, we are following the guidelines set by our governor 

and are leaning on the side of caution.   We want to be very aware of social distance boundaries and 

not come together too soon.  Our first priority is to keep all of us safe.  We will keep you posted as we 

hear new guidelines from the state.  In the meantime we’re hoping to try another piece of music soon 

that can include singers sending in your videos and having our church video-producer 

magician….Rachel…..do her magic to put things together.   If you are not on worship team and would 

like to participate, just let the office know and we will send you the information when we give it a 

try.  For those in the handbell choir, we are planning and thinking up ways we will prepare music in 

the future so don't give up hope...we will play together again!   

Until then, please know we are thinking about you, love it when you show up on our digital church 

service with a video word or two and pray for the time we can once again worship together.  We’ll sure 

have lots to talk about and will be talking about this strange chapter for years to come.  We love you 

all…….    

Koni, Scott and Sam 
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Online Gathering Schedule 

Hello Trinity Community! 

Our Sunday worship videos are available on Facebook and our website at 9:30 am each 

Sunday.  

Our friends of Holy Cross Santa Cruz will livestream their worship on Facebook 

on Sunday. You can find them here -- 

      https://www.facebook.com/iglesiaepiscopalsantacruz/ 

Later on Sunday, we release the Children's Sermon video for the week, also on 

Facebook and our website.  

On Monday at 10 am, there is a Gathering with Pastor Glenn on Zoom. 

On Tuesday at 9 am, there is a Bible Study on Zoom.  

The Living Table releases their weekly video on Tuesdays. You can find their videos on 

Facebook or on their website -- https://www.thelivingtable.org/ 

On Wednesday at 10 am, there is a second Gathering with Pastor Glenn on Zoom. 

The Living Table meets on Zoom, Wednesday evenings at 6 pm. 

If you have any questions about any of these videos or Zoom gatherings, please email 

the office at office@tlcgresham.com 

Grace and Blessings, 

Trinity Staff 

to  

everyone in 

the Trinity 

Community! 


