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THANK YOU 
 

 

THANK YOU to 

everyone who  

has continued their 

giving in this  

time via mail or 

online donations.  

The church 

expenses continue 

and it is thanks to 

you all that we  

continue to work to 

stay connected  

in these times. 

 

If you need help 

with the online 

system,  

or have any 

questions, contact 

Rachel Kramer  

at 

Rachel@tlcgresham.com 

Pastor’s Pen 

 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor 

free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in 

Christ Jesus. 

 Galatians 3:28 

 

Paul wrote these words to directly address divisions in a 

congregation he started in Ephesus, a Greek city in 

modern day Turkey. These socio-economic divisions were 

disrupting the work of the church. He addressed the 

cultural divide between the Jewish members and the 

Greek members. One group thought they were better than 

the other. His words about slave and free addressed the 

economic divide. Male and female addressed the sexism 

that evidenced itself in the church. In Christ there are no 

divisions, but all are to be one. 
 

These were radical words. 
 

You probably did not think of St. Paul as a radical but 

radical is from a Latin word that means, “root”. Paul goes 

to the root of the issues that separated them. He told them 

to work as radicals taking down the socio-economic 

boundaries to become one in Christ. 
 

Since the death of George Floyd on May 25th we have 

begun to directly address racism and inequality in our 

country. Our denomination, the ELCA, is one of the 

whitest denominations in America. Can we become 

radicals in our church? I am not talking about holding 

extreme views but getting to the root of the problem. We 

can do this, and we must do it. 
 

Pastor Glenn 
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REOPENING? 
 

The word, reopening, suggests that Trinity has been closed. Christ commissioned us 

to be His body in the world. The church never closes. As members of His body, we have 

continued to worship and care for each other and our neighbors. While the Trinity 

building has remained closed, and we have adapted to the new realities. We never 

closed.  

As to opening the building, the decisions will be made by the Trinity Church Council. 

They are the governing body of this faith community. If you have suggestions or 

comments please contact a council member and not the staff. The members of the 

council are willing to listen. 

I utterly understand the frustration of some who want to gather again. It has been 

extremely hard for me also. In the meantime, continue to be the church in the world. 

 

Pastor Glenn 

Additional Concerns and Pressures 

Children with Mental Illnesses — Covid-19 Patients and their Doctors — Domestic Abuse — 

Mentally Ill Persons — Parents of Children with Special Needs — Recovering Addicts —  

Refugees —  Student Debt — Unemployed/Homeless 

  

Leslie Joan Allen 

Robert Alsaker 

Mark Amen 

Barbara Barton 

Chase Bennett 

Brian Breunig 

Caleb & Ashley 

Sarah Childers 

Baby Cole 

Keri Corrigan-Smith 

Michael Coy & Family 

Chuck Currier 

David 

Maradee Davis 

Darrold & Rosemary 

Dickson 

Pennie Evenson 

Lorraine Fagerberg 

The Fletcher Family 

Pastor Jerry Furgurson 

Bill George 

Harry Griffin 

Ken & Vickie Horn 

Lyman Houlk 

Sally Johnson 

Bob Kennedy 

Loretta Kriens 

Rachel Lape 

Noemi Maldonado 

Ladine Marquardt 

Michele 

Adriane Miller 

George Miller 

The O'Kelley Family 

Greg Painter 

Diane Raszler 

Hannah Serniotti 

Geri Stobart 

Jacqui Svela 

Cathy Swanson 

Chalmer Swanson 

Steve Weidler 
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Gatherings with Pastor Glenn 
 

Thanks to all the faithful who have Zoomed in with me on Mondays and Wednesdays at 10 am. I have had a 

wonderful time talking with you and getting to learn more about you. There have been some folks who have 

asked if I could change the time so they could participate. I hear you.  

I am in the process of looking to change the day and time so more can Zoom in. I will continue to host on 

Monday’s at 10 am but the Wednesday gatherings will be on hiatus beginning on 6/17 until further notice. 

 

Pastor Glenn 
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Hello Trinity Family!  AWE needs you!   

We want to create MANY window hangings for showing in our Powell Street Windows! I can hear the collective 

cry of “But I’m not artistic.” Now, don’t panic. Here is what we are thinking: 

The hangings can be made from scrap material you already have in your home. 

Ok, you’re saying…big deal. Material scraps.  BUT What Picture or pictures do we want? 

We need a piece of material (old tee shirts, left over material, any fabric) that should be 17 inches x 17 inches, 

leaving a 3-inch space for AWE to hem.  

For those who are feeling extra creative, create a picture, scene, or saying that will show people who pass our 

church building that, even though we are apart, Trinity Lutheran church is alive and working. 

Feel free to use material scraps, paper, paints, crayons, anything at all – Your choice. 

On the following page are scriptures that relate to Covid-19 and the world in which we currently live.  These 

are not required to be your art, they are inspirational if needed. 

 

The insert below is a guide to help visualize the dimensions we are requesting: 

Outside borders = full size: 17” x17” finished project Inside borders = 14” x 14” Three-inch space for AWE to 

hem 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The hangings can be made by individuals or Groups if you are being safe (Social Distancing is encouraged) 

Feel free to drop off your projects at the addresses below or call/email/text if you need to arrange pick-up 

service, we will be collecting your finished projects throughout the summer: 

Don and Marj McGinness 921 SW 4th Street;  

don.mcginness@safeway.com 503-334-1474 
 

Fred & Koni Riedel 2339 SW Eleven Mile Dr;  

rico@hevanet.com 
 

Larry & Eva Kramer 1550 SW Orchard Ave;  

ekramer12@gmail.com cell: 503-449-3566 (texts ok) 
 

 

17 

14 

mailto:don.mcginness@safeway.com
mailto:ekramer12@gmail.com
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1. Deuteronomy 31:8 
The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he 
will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not 
be discouraged. 
No matter what lies ahead, we can rest assured that the Lord 
Himself will go before us. For some, they will have to deal 
with the fallout of daily family tension from everyone cooped 
up together. For others, they face job loss and immense finan-
cial stress. And others will have to face loss of family mem-
bers and dear ones. 
Through every trial we face, we can know that God walks 
with us.  
Our job is to remain in-step with His Spirit, and not let dis-
couragement take over. 
2. Psalm 27:1  
The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be 
afraid? 
The words “light” and “salvation" bring an immediate smile 
to our faces, as we picture the Savior shining the light of His 
love over our lives. 
Even though hardships await us, there is no reason to fear. 
We have a safe and secure place in Jesus Christ  
3. Psalm 46:1-2 
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trou-
ble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and 
the mountains fall into the heart of the sea. 
Think about the words of that passage for a moment. If the 
earth truly was to give way, and we witnessed the mountains 
fall into the heart of the sea, what a terrifying event that 
would be. 
And yet…God remains our refuge in the midst of every terri-
fying thing. He is our ever-present help, which means He is 
always there. 
4. John 14:27 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to 
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled 
and do not be afraid. 
If there is one common theme during this quarantine, across 
every continent, it is the search for peace. And Jesus said it 
best when He told His disciples that He does not give as the 
world gives. His peace He leaves with us, as a free gift to en-
joy. 
And because Jesus does not give as the world gives, we know 
that this peace is lasting and secure—impervious to circum-
stances.  
5. Acts 2:25-28 
I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right 
hand, I will not be shaken. Therefore my heart is glad and my 
tongue rejoices; my body also will rest in hope, because you 
will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, you will not let 
your holy one see decay. You have made known to me the 
paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence. 
This passage, although a bit lengthy, is a powerful passage to 
memorize. As we picture the Lord always before us, keeping 
us steadfast through every storm, we will not be shaken. God 
will make known to us the right path to take. And in Him, 
there is fullness of joy. 
6. Romans 8:15  
For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, 

but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, 
“Abba, Father.”  
Abba, Father…what a comforting reminder that God is not 
only the Creator of the entire universe, He is our Father who 
loves us. He lives in us by His Holy Spirit. Whatever oppres-
sive thoughts try to fill us with worry today, they don’t stand 
a chance in light of God’s presence. 
7. Romans 8:37-38 
In all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the fu-
ture, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love 
of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Being quarantined does not mean we are defeated. On the 
contrary, we are more than conquerors! Nothing on this earth 
can separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus. 
Let’s cling to that promise today, and hide these comforting 
verses in our hearts. 
8. Philippians 4:8-9 
Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is 
noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praisewor-
thy—think about such things. Whatever you have learned or 
received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into prac-
tice. And the God of peace will be with you. 
It is crucial during quarantine that we keep our minds from 
wandering to the negative news around us. This Bible pas-
sage is the best reminder to intentionally focus on what is 
true, pure, lovely, and praiseworthy. I recommend printing 
these verses and posting them around the house for all mem-
bers of your family to see. 
9. Hebrews 13:5-6 (NLT) 
“I will never fail you. I will never abandon you.” So we can 
say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper, so I will have no 
fear. What can mere people do to me?” 
If there is one thing most people are lacking today, it is confi-
dence. After all, we are in unknown territory, trying to navi-
gate something that is unpredictable and uncertain. But let us 
not forget that there is complete certainty in God. He will 
never fail us or abandon us. We can say with confidence that 
He is our helper and we need not fear. 
10. Revelation 21:3-6 
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! 
God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will 
dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself 
will be with them and be their God. ‘He will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or 
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 
He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making every-
thing new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words 
are trustworthy and true.” He said to me: “It is done. I am 
the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the 
thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the 
water of life. 
He who is seated on the throne says, “I am making everything 
new!” What words of divine comfort for us! As we try to 
look above our current circumstances, let’s remember that the 
Lord is the Alpha and Omega. He knows the beginning from 
the end. And His Word is trustworthy and true. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/27-1.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/14-27.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/8-15.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/philippians/passage/?q=philippians+4:8-9
https://www.biblestudytools.com/revelations/passage/?q=revelations+21:3-6

